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“[A] fast-paced and thoroughly enjoyable 
dark fantasy. ”

—The Miami Herald

As darkness falls after sunset, the corelings rise—
demons who possess supernatural powers and burn 
with a consuming hatred of  humanity. For hundreds 
of  years the demons have terrorized the night, slow-
ly culling the human herd that shelters behind mag-
ical wards—symbols of  power whose origins are lost 
in myth and whose protection is terrifyingly fragile. 
It was not always this way. Once, men and women 
battled the corelings on equal terms, but those days 
are gone. Night by night the demons grow stronger, 
while human numbers dwindle under their relentless 
assault. Now, with hope for the future fading, three 
young survivors of  vicious demon attacks will dare 
the impossible, stepping beyond the crumbling safe-
ty of  the wards to risk everything in a desperate 
quest to regain the secrets of  the past. Together, they 
will stand against the night.

“An imaginative and exciting tale . . . [Peter] Brett 
ably blends fantasy and horror in this arresting 

fi rst novel. ”
—Library Journal

“An impressive debut about old-fashioned heroism. ”
—The Charlotte Observer

“ Survivors of  a demon attack 
had a way of  dying soon after. 
. . . It was said you didn’t truly 
survive until a year and a day 
had passed.”

Raised on a steady diet of  fantasy novels, comic books, 
and Dungeons & Dragons, PETER V. BRETT has 
been writing fantasy stories for as long as he can 
remember. He received a bachelor of  arts degree in 
English literature and art history from the Univer-
sity at Buffalo in 1995, then worked for a decade in 
pharmaceutical publishing before returning to his 
bliss. He lives in Brooklyn.
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